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their material, and often their moral, condition,
The greater number of them are right in so
doing. By his displacement the peasant learns
something. If he returns to his hamlet, as a
rule he has received a valuable schooling. The
labourer at large may, if he chooses, join the
labour organisations which have become nu-
merous and influential. Through them he may
secure what formerly was out of his reach.

The most prominent feature of French society
during the last forty years has been the voluntary
socialisation of men in every realm, giving new
hopes and new aspirations. This has been true
of philosophers, psychologists, scientists, physi-
cians, surgeons, educators, manufacturers, artists,
writers, philanthropists, etc. These societies
constitute the most unmistakable evidences of
the unparalleled efforts of Frenchmen and of
their great united purpose in their several spheres.
Everywhere work has become more co-operative
and collective. Labour organisations are only
parts of this larger movement of co-ordinated
action of groups of individuals. Still the unions
which band together masses of unreflective toil-
ers, formerly accepting as a divine rule the
mischievous iron hand that held them down, is
a new phenomenon in French society. La-
bourers, conscious of their power, have endeav-